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kat as well the ſafety as the glory of a Land 
1 conſiſts in ee + its Towns, and 
the great number. of its Inhabitants, is atruth 
clear and unqueſtionable; and that the union 
of thoſel itants in matter of Religion, is 
the aſſurance and ſecurity of ſuch a Land, is 
| — another as little to. be controverted. Civil diſ- 
ſentions contribute not more to tuine a Kingdom, than union and 
a fair underſtanding to the peace and welfare of it ; by the one the 
ſtrongeſt foundations are ſhaken, but by the other the whole fa- 
brick is ſupported and rend red unmoveable : and of all diſſenti- 
ons that can befall a Nation, thoſe about Religion are the worſt, 


the moſt plauſible in their pretences, the moſt dreadful in their 


conſequences, and the firſt to be provided againſt. 
It was on that conſideration, that the wiſe Queen Elizabeth re- 
ceived thoſe that in ſuch great numbers were forced to forſake 
their Countrey (by the violent perſecution of them for their Reli- 
gions ſake) into England; although the number of its Inhabitants 
then, yielded not in the leaſt to that of our days, aſſigned them 
Towns to dwell in, gave them Churches and Priviledges, with 
the publick exerciſe of their Religion: and it was no doubt the 
loo ft moved the wife and excellent P 
der wh. | n ſeveral, Procla | 
invite diſtreſſed Proteſtants beyond Sea, to take refuge in his King- 
dom, declaring himſelf their Protector, and by many daily acts 
their favour, confirming his pious intentions to continue fo ſtill, 
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It Kings are generally ſtiled the Fathers of their Countrey, we ; 


may (ay of this Prince, that be gs gurs in-a-pecial manner, for 
both in War and Peace, he hath been graciouſly pleaſed to pro- 
tect us, allowing us a Church, maintaining our Miniſters in part, 
and by daily repeated marks of his good will towards us, encou- 
rage our brethren abroad, to partake of the benefit of his power - 
ful protection, who flock hither in great yumbers : and certainly 


if His Mſajeſties dubjects did follow his pious and diſoxect exams 


be ſuſheteut to people thoſe many . quarters, both 


' Town and Countrey, which are now not lnhabited, for they de- | 


fire but a ſafe retreat to ſerve God in peace, which they areſure 
not to meet within any placeor Kingdom, where the Rowiſh Re- 
ligion hath any Power or Intereſt, nor indeed in any dthet Coun- 
trey, though of their own belief, ſo well as in this, N 
Several great men of the Nation, aſter their Kings example, have 
greatly endeayopred to oblige the diſtreſs d Proteſtanty of forreign 
Countreys, to come over and occupy the a__y waſte Lands that 
they have here and in Ireland, and their endeavours have not 
been altogether vain, for we ſee Lands that were but a charge 
to the owners, become faſt and fruitful ſoils to the ownersWad 
5 Feen thoſe worthy and charitable Perſons invitę others over, 
Rf ta 
our Church is © 
Privy Coonſellors, 
of the Kinge 


reable, being very inconliderable, The wor 
| vouchſafes to come there ſometimes, h- 

e our good, as to maintain many of our 
who might cle but for his help and pious aſliſtance, be 
in a very needy condition: for there are many of them, and. the 
Church but poor and unable to furniſh what their neceſſities re- 
quire, though each of them ſhould have but three, as they that 
have moſt, have but four ſhillings a week. 

The coming and confiquing of Proteſtants into this Kingdom 
can ſo little prejudice, as it mult needs be of advantage to it; they 
come with an intention to live and dye here, bring with them not 
only their Arts and Sciences, but what Eſtate they have: we con- 


form to the Church of Exgland in all things, as it is now eſtabliſhed 


and authoriſed, pay d 


auble Pariſh Duties, which we are told we 
nov 
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(3) 
as now we are: but there is nothing leſs, nor can one inſtance ot 
example be produced of any Proteſtant, who after 'hwhad en- 
riched himſelf here, return ed to his own Coumrey,but eohtrarity! 
we leave what Eſtates we get to our Childtenafterus; ad mak 
it our buſineſs to faſhion and bring them up to the ways ad vu- 
ſtoms of the Countrey , and they often ſo far- anſwer th Edu 
cation, as not to ſpeak two words of good f ,fx. 
Now for our belief, tis the ſame with tnt the Countrey, 
we owa no Superior tothe l God oaly; and everywhere 
and upon all occaſions, declate chat he is got ofout Faith; that will 
not do as he is commanded, Fear God, and Hendur the Kings and 
if of late ſome have endeavoured tꝰ perſwade people heres that 
the contrary is believed and taught by dur brethren abruad 3/we 
proteſt th at it is an iojuſtice, and falſe aſſertion; craftity gl ven but 
by the ſecret favouters of the Romiſſ Religion, to render us di · 
ous to the people, and further the tnterelt'of the other party, by 
an outward appearance of e and more than any 
others, the good of the King aud his people, though ſuch perfoas 
are nothing leſsthan what they ſect, and do'teally in ſeovrer; with 
the deſtruction of both, as their Principles and ations do to- ell 
aſſure us: which occaſioned Kivg James to ſay; that he did hot ſee 
how it was poſſible for a man to be a gootl Subject, anda good 
Papiſt , a Truth too-well known, and whiet' the experience-of 
nany years hath made mu andevatirmed i fer indeed the inte- 
— 0 — Kings of England, of thoſe of the Pope, being ſo dif · 
erent and exactly oppoſite Sony tratyalho) 22 
a man really to che good of the Woke he actually en- 
deavours to promote, and as far as he can, alvances the intereſt of 
the other. | 

| Theſe one would think ſhould be ſufficient reaſons to oblige 
"the people here to 2 kind and loving reception of us, as former- 
ly they did when they conſidered the reaſaa and occaſion of our 
coming hither, for the free exerciſe of our Religion, deli- 
verance of perſecutions, and avoiding & temptations, which 
are there very frequent: yet we find ſo greit an averſion in them, 
from us, as to envy us the bread we get by dur honeſt and hard 
labours, and would compell us to return uider the perſecution 
we fled, or which is little ¶ if at all ) better © dwell here as once 
the Jews did in Egypt, a kind of ſlaves to tale all the pains, and 
they reap all the fruits: a (ad choice and a hard uſage, which can- 
not be believed by our brethren abroad, who look upon this 
Land as a Sanctuary and refuge of Proteſtants, and who, in that 
conſideration, rejoyce for its good, and ta in its misforeunes? 
yet ĩt is truezthat we are ſo dealt withal bythe Maſters and Over- 
ſeers of the Companies, who; to palliate that unkindneſs to us, 
with the face of Authority, alledge an Ac of Parliament in the 
Reign of Queen Zlizabeth, by which Act it is Provided, That «Z 
ſuch as have not ſerved ſeven years to their Trades, ſhall be obliged 
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to certain payments; which they require of us, but that is but a 
weak pretext, for the ſame Parliament, almoſt at the ſametime, 
invites the perſecuted Proteſtants of Flanders, and of other 
Countreys; to take refuge here, with full leave to work in their 
ſeveral;.Callings; which ſhews that other Act concerns not them, 
nor t onſequently the Proteſtantsat this day, whoſe caſe is the ſame 
with theirs of thoſe times. Nor can it be ſuppoſed, that ſo wiſe 
a Queen and Parliament would onely invite us hither to com- 
pellusto — for what elſe in effect is the hindering of 
us to work and labour in our Callings, without which it is im- 
poſſible to ſubſiſtꝰ and it is plain, that the end and deſign of that 
=: AQ, was-to provide againſt a miſchief of that time; when ſeve- 
* ral ſet up Maſters, ho had never ſerved to their Trades, and 
| | by that Ignorance aud ſmall abilities in them, cauſed great incon- 
veniencies. 


SBurely if Chriſtian Charity did not oblige us to the contrary, 
we might not improbably believe, that theſe men that haraſs and 
torment us, have little or no Religion, ( ſince they delight to af- 
flick them that are afllicted for it) or miſ- affected to the good of 
the Prince and his People, that act ſo directly contrary to the 
intentions of the one, and trouble the quiet and repoſe ; of the 
other, ox elſe perſons inclined to favour the Rowiſp party, ſince 
they doe to us here, as they do in our own Countrey but we 
hope that thoſe perſons will ceaſe that uſage, and conſider that 
oneof the main Duties of a Chriſtian, is to give Bread to the 
wigey...and that Hoſpitality is a Victue greatly recommended. 
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